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Local Government Transparency 



Transparent Idaho Background



House Bill 73

• House Bill 73 was passed by the Legislature in 
2021. 

• The legislative intent is used as the guiding 
principles.

• The text of the bill provided the State 
Controller’s Office with specific duties to 
perform.



Legislative Intent



Duties of  the SCO
Specific duties of the State Controller in HB 73:

Provide 
Uniform/Comparable 

Data

• Staggered Phase 
Approach

• County Pilot Group

• City Pilot Group

• Local District Pilot 
Group

Publish Uniform 
Data on a 

Public Website

• Transparent Idaho 3.0 

• Began with County 
data in 2022

• Staggered Phased 
Approach

Create a Uniform 
Accounting & Reporting 

Manual 

• To be completed by 
January 1, 2025

• Provides detail on 
how local entities 
report uniform and 
comparable data

Operate and Maintain 
the Local Government 

Central Registry

• Began with LSO in 
2015

• HB 73 transferred 
duty to SCO starting 
in 2022



Background

Initial Pilot Group - Counties 

• 44 Counties 
• 8 Pilot counties 

• Spread of small/medium/large | geographical area | complexity
• Goal was to find uniformity in their reporting without needing a uniform COA
• 56 Expense Categories and 11 Revenue Categories 
• Fund Balances 
• Salary Information - #1 Sought after information across the board
• Worked with county vendors to build reports to make the process easier
• Finalized county template was rolled out in year 1



Background
Secondary Pilot Group - Cities 

• 198 Cities
• 16 Pilot cities 

• CARES/ ARPA funds distributed 
• Adjusted accordingly to have uniformity across like entities 
• Cities are a much larger sample group with an equally large population range
• Had to prepare for cities that had never registered or reported
• 182 out of 198 cities are compliant for the 2023 reporting year
• Finalized city template was rolled out in year 2

• Fund balances
• Budget
• Salary



Background

Current Pilot Group – Local Districts

• 979+ Local Districts
• 41 entity types 
• Uniformity had to be achieved with all 41 entity types

• Worked with Eide Bailey to build entity specific templates 
• Audit experts created an accurate representation of each entity type 
• Rolled out local district templates starting this reporting year and will have 

local data on Transparent Idaho soon after the reporting period closes. 
• Many districts have reported they would be using this template as their main 

budgeting tool
• One size doesn’t always fit all
• Facilitated 21 one-on-one sessions with different entity types



Background

Education

• Collaborated with Local Education Authority (LEAs), Board of Education, and Vendors
• Collect transactional data on a quarterly basis



Transparent Idaho - Citizen Engagement 



Awareness Campaigns



Exit Survey Feedback



Social Media Feedback



Awareness Campaign Results



Transparent Idaho Website



Transparent Idaho

Website Walkthrough 

https://transparent.idaho.gov/


Local Government Registry



Local Government Registry

The Local Government Central Registry, established in 2015 
under Section 67-450E, Idaho Code, was originally created to 
assist the Legislative Services Office (LSO) with collecting 
financial data from local government entities.

House Bill 73, passed in the 2021 Legislative session, tasked 
the State Controller’s Office with taking over the Central 
Registry from LSO and creating an online portal for financial 
data.

In 2022, the State Controller’s Office moved the Central 
Registry from the LSO system to an online portal operated by 
OpenGov that would allow a more efficient and accurate 
processing of uniform/comparable local government 
financial data. 



Local Government Central Registry

Submitting to the Central Registry each year are:

from Approx. 1200 entities 41 different entity types

The Central Registry portal now operated in the OpenGov 
platform, allows the State Controller’s office to:

Provide local government 
entities with a more user-

friendly submission process.

Ensure the data available on 
Transparent Idaho is 

accurate.

Gather updated contact 
information for local 

government entities and its 
governing members.



Local Government Central Registry

What does the submission process look like?



Local Government Central Registry

What does the submission process look like?



Local Government Central Registry

What does the submission process look like?



Local Government Central Registry

What does the submission process look like?



Local Government Central Registry

What does the submission process look like?



Local Government Central Registry

What does the submission process look like?



Local Government Central Registry
What does the submission process look like?



Local Government Central Registry

What does the submission process look like?



Local Government Central Registry

What does the submission process look like?



Local Government Central Registry

What does the submission process look like?



Uniform Accounting & Reporting Manual



Uniform Accounting & Reporting Manual



Uniform Accounting & Reporting Manual



Uniform Accounting & Reporting Manual



Uniform Accounting & Reporting Manual



Uniform Accounting & Reporting Manual



Uniform Accounting & Reporting Manual

Why was this cadence 
selected for reporting 

this data?

How/why is uniformity 
achieved this way?

Why was this 
information selected to 

be included?

Why salaries?

Who is required to 
report this financial 

data?



Transparent Idaho Team
registry@sco.idaho.gov

208-334-3100

John Iasonides
Deputy Controller of Administration Division

Alex Doench
Business Analyst

Mackenzie Reathaford
Communications Manager

Jackie McCleve
Social Security Manager

mailto:registry@sco.idaho.gov
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